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Window Installation 3 - Above Grade Walls
Step-by-Step

Step 1 - Install 2" DOW STYROFOAM WALLMATE. Use 8d 3" 
long screws with Gridmate Washers.  To temporarily fasten 
the WALLMATE to the surfaces of the wall each panel 
needs to be secured with a minimum of 2 screws. 

Make sure to align the edges of the WALLMATE with the 
centers of the studs on the exterior side of the wall.

Make sure that no screw is placed within 10" of the rough 
opening. This is to make sure that the screws do not 
interfere with the furring strips installed later.

Trim the WALLMATE panels as needed to match the 
window rough opening size of the framing. 

Step 2 - Install 3/4" thick by 2 5/8" wide OSB furring strips into the rabbet 
channels at the vertical seams of the DOW STYROFOAM WALLMATE.

Fasten furring strips through the WALLMATE to the exterior using 3 1/2" nails 
as fasteners spacing them no more then 16" O.C.

Step 3 - Use a hot knife to cut a 3/4" deep by 5" wide strip into the DOW STYROFOAM WALLMATE at the jambs the entire height of the window. 

Make sure that the cut is 1 3/4" away from the edge of the rough opening to allow for the proper attachment of trim and siding. To get a 
straight cut use a piece of OSB temporarily fastened to the rough opening as a guide. If necessary add additional pieces of OSB to the intial OSB 
guide on the side away from the rough opening until the hot knife is properly spaced from the rough opening. Then install a 3/4" thick by 5" 
wide OSB furring strip. Fasten 3 1/2" nails at 16" O.C.

Before you start - Make sure the framing around the window has a turned 
2x4 stud placed against the trim stud. These studs are necessary for proper 
attachment of exterior trim and siding.

For proper installation, make sure the rough opening is 1" wider and 1 1/2" 
taller than the actual window size.
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Step 7 - At the head of the window make two 6" cuts at 45 degree angles away from the window.  

Then, cut 2" off the housewrap above the window to allow for proper overlap over the window 
flange later.

Then, fold the housewrap up and use tape to temporarily hold the housewrap out of the way.

R.O. 
outline

Cut along lines

Window Installation 3 - Above Grade Walls
Step-by-Step

Step 4 - Install a 3/4" OSB buck at the sill of the window. 

Make sure the buck extends from the interior surface of the wall 
panel framing out to the exterior edge of the DOW STYROFOAM 
WALLMATE. Fasten OSB to sill framing with 2" screws spaced 4" 
O.C. 

Step 5 - Install DOW WEATHERMATE Plus Housewrap. Make sure the button cap nails are 
being fastened into the furring strips at a maximum 16" O.C.

Make sure not to fasten the housewrap within 12" of the head of the window and within 6" of 
the jambs.

Step 6 - Cut the DOW WEATHERMATE Plus Housewrap in a 'I' shape at 
the window. Extend the cut 4" past the jambs at the bottom of the 
rough opening.
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Step 9 - Hold the DOW WEATHERMATE Plus Housewrap 
back along the jambs of the rough opeing and install a DOW 
WEATHERMATE Sill Pan at the sill of the rough opening.

Note that the Sill Pan is constructed of 2 pieces with one 
piece overlapping the other piece.

Embed the first piece of the Sill Pan into the corner of the rough opening.

Embed the second piece of the Sill Pan into the other corner and overlap the first piece.

Use DOW WEATHERMATE Construction Tape to tape over the overlap in the pieces as well as to 
tape the Sill Pan to the jambs of the rough opening.

Apply tape to the inside edge of the rough opening first.

Then apply tape to the bottom edge of the Sill Pan. Make sure to extend the tape 
at least 1" past the Sill Pan.

Finish by applying tape at the corners making sure to over lap the previous tape.

Window Installation 3 - Above Grade Walls
Step-by-Step

Step 11 - To make sure a tight air seal 
around the DOW Sill Pan apply 3" DOW 
WEATHERMATE Construction Tape to seams 
of the Housewrap at the Sill Pan to bridge 
them together.

Step 8 - Apply a 3/8" bead of caulk to the sill of the rough opening. 
Make sure that bead of caulk is placed 2 1/2" from the exterior of 
the sill OSB buck.  

Make sure to extend the bead of caulk about 2" up the jambs of the 
rough opening so the jambs of the sill pan will press into the caulk.

Step 10 - Fold the DOW WEATHERMATE Plus Housewrap into the rough 
opening along the jambs and pull tight. Cut the Housewrap to allow the 
vertical leg of the back damn on the sill pan to stick through the 
Housewrap. Make sure the Housewrap can fit flat against the rough 
opening. Then trim the excess housewrap to the inside of the rough 
opening. Staple the Housewrap to the framing of the rough opening.
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Window Installation 3 - Above Grade Walls
Step-by-Step

Step 12 - Place (1) 1/2" thick wood shim in each corner of the 
DOW Sill Pan within the rough opening.

Step 13 - Before installing the window, apply caulk to the inside 
face of the nailing flange on the window. Do not apply caulk to 
the nailing  flange along the sill.

Step 14 - Install the window into the rough opening. Use a 4" screw to secure the window in 
place through the exterior sheathing back to the wall studs. Then check the window for being 
plumb, level and square. Confirm that the window opens and closes smoothly without 
sticking.Install the remaining screws around the perimeter of the window. All screws must be 
fastened back to the wall studs.

Step 15 - Apply 4" DOW WEATHERMATE Straight Flashing tape to the 
jambs of the window bridging the nailing flange to the Housewrap.

Make sure the tape extends at least 1" past the head of the window as 
well as below the sill of the window.

Once the tape has been applied, to ensure proper adhesion use a plastic 
applicator, a roller or a squeegee.

Apply pressure and drag along the length of the flashing tape to make 
sure there is no air trapped under the tape.

Step 16 - Apply 4" DOW WEATHERMATE Straight Flashing tape to the head 
of the window bridging the nailing flange to the DOW STYROFOAM 
WALLMATE.

Make sure the tape extends at least 1" past the jamb flashing.

Once the tape has been applied, to ensure proper adhesion use a plastic 
applicator, a roller or a squeegee.

Apply pressure and drag along the length of the flashing tape to make sure 
there is no air trapped under the tape.
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Window Installation 3 - Above Grade Walls
Step-by-Step

Step 17 - Remove the DOW WEATHERMATE Construction Tape from above the window and fold down the DOW 
STYROFOAM Plus Housewrap to overlap the flashing tape at the head of the window.

Then tape the horizontal seam with 3"  Construction Tape extending at least 1" past the ends of the flap of Housewrap.

Then tape the angled seams with 3" Construction Tape.

Step 18 - Apply low-expansion spray foam around the inside of the window 
between the window frame and the rough opening.

The completed installation of the window flashing and air sealing 
detail.
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